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Focus Title Nature of activity

1 Behaviour Fierce or friendly? Spectrum line

2 Behaviour Attack and defence Matching cards

3 Balance and stability Will it stand up? Completing sentences

4 Body systems Bits of bodies Graphic organiser

5 Breathing mechanisms Gasp! Matching in table

6 Camouflage Where has it gone? Completing sentences

7 Digestive system What happens next? Card sort & table

8 Endangered species Sink or save Balloon debate

9 Feeding adaptations Eat that! Jumbled table

10 Feeding adaptations Beaky birds Incomplete table

11 Food types Can I eat that? Venn Diagram

12 Homes and habitats Where does it live? Card game

13 Movement speed How far how fast? Bullseye

14 Movement type Amble to zigzag Alphabet of movement

15 Protection You can’t get me Bullseye

16 Reproduction Who would be a parent? Carroll diagram

17 Sensory system Just look at that! Completing table

18 Size of animals What a monster Spectrum line

19 Skeleton types Inside or out? Carroll diagram

20 Skeleton functions Best bones Dice game

21 Survival in difficult
conditions

Is it sleeping? Card sort & table

22 Variety in animals and 
their lifestyles

Animal ABC Alphabet for animals

23 Variety in animals and 
their lifestyles

All animals have... Card sort

24 Variety in animals and 
their lifestyles

Odd one out Odd one out

Animal activities



1. Fierce or friendly

Where do these animals go on the spectrum line?

Rabbit      Mouse
Rat       Lion
Water buffalo     Dog
Sheep      Pig 
Blackbird      Robin

1    Friendly 2 3 4 5



Spectrum line

6 7 8 9 10    Fierce



2. Attack and defense



AdaptationAdaptation

           Beak     Using a net or 
web to catch animals

           Claws      Sticky tongue

     Fangs, tusks or 
       sharp teeth       Sharp spines

          Poison         Bad taste

        Drowning 
    other animals           Horns

           Sting          Antlers

Matching cards



Can you fill in the blanks to make a complete sentence about how each of 
the animals balance? One has been done for you as an example.

Example: An ostrich has big feet to help it balance. 
This helps it to balance by providing a bigger area for standing on.

A . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . to help it balance. 

This helps it to balance by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

A . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . to help it balance. 

This helps it to balance by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

A . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . to help it balance. 

This helps it to balance by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

A . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . to help it balance. 

This helps it to balance by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

A . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . to help it balance. 

This helps it to balance by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

A . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . to help it balance. 

This helps it to balance by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

3. Will it stand up?



AdaptationAdaptation

Here are some animals to put in your sentences:

Cow    Deer    Lion
Tortoise   Beetle    Grasshopper
Spider    Crab    Woodlouse
Centipede   Human   Ostrich
Heron    Kangaroo   Tyrannosaurus rex 
Monkey   

Completing sentences



Important parts of the system

What will happen if the part is missing?

4. Bits of bodies



AdaptationAdaptation

Sensory system

Eyes

Important parts of the system

What will happen if the part is missing?

Ears Nose Mouth Skin

Can’t see Can’t hear Can’t smell Can’t taste Can’t feel

Graphic organiser



5. Gasp!



AdaptationAdaptation

Type of Animal How it gets Oxygen

Human 

Trout

Sparrow

Frog

Old tadpole

Young tadpole

Slug

Newt

Cat

Grass snake

Caterpillar

Butterfly

Matching in table

Skin

Lungs

Spiracles (breathing holes) and tubes

Gills inside the body

Gills outside the body

Breathing hole (pneumostome)



Can you fill in the blanks to make a complete sentence about camouflage in 
animals? One has been done for you as an example.

A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

so it is camouflaged in places where . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
For example: A lion has sandy-coloured fur so it is camouflaged in places where 
there is a lot of sand or dry grass

A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

so it is camouflaged in places where . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

so it is camouflaged in places where . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . has . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

so it is camouflaged in places where . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Here are some animals to put in your sentences. There are lots more you can 
choose.

Polar bear  Grasshopper  Stick insect

Leopard  Lizard   Giraffe   

Lion   Stonefish  Tiger 

Snake   Trout   Leafy sea dragon  

6. Where has it gone?



AdaptationAdaptation

Completing sentences



     

 Part of the 

 digestive system
  What happens here   How does it help?

             

                    

        

            

              

           

              

                         

      

              

               

               

       

            

7. What happens next?



AdaptationAdaptation

     

 Part of the 

 digestive system
  What happens here   How does it help?

             

 Mouth
Saliva is added to the food.
Food is broken into smaller
pieces.

       

        

 Stomach

Acid is added to the food.
Some digestive juices are
made here and added to
food.

   

              

 Small intestine (1)
Digestive juices are made
here and added to food.

     

              

 Liver
A digestive juice called bile 
is made here. Poisons are 
neutralised.

           

      

 Pancreas

Some digestive juices are 
made here. The amount of 
sugar in the blood is 
controlled.

    

               

 Small intestine (2)
Digested food is absorbed 
into the bloodstream. 

      

Large intestine

Water is absorbed into the 
bloodstream.
Waste is stored before it is 
removed from the body.

Anus
Waste is removed from the 
body.

Card sort and table



A suggested list of animals on the ark:

 

Human Dog Rat

Rhino Cockroach Worm

Tiger Sheep Fox

Giant panda Badger Bat

Magpie

8. Sink or save



AdaptationAdaptation

Balloon debate



     

     Name of animal         Type of food   What helps it to feed

             
                     

        
        

           

              
             

               

              
                           

      
              

               
             

9. Eat that!



AdaptationAdaptation

     

     Name of animal         Type of food   What helps it to feed

             

             Spider             Dead fish
       Big ears that can 

         hear echoes

        

        Hummingbird                Mice    Sharp claws and teeth

              

             Crab                Flies       Very long thin beak

              

               Bat              Nectar            Sticky web

      

     Green woodpecker          Ants and grubs       Large strong claws

               

               Cat   Moths and flying insects       Long sticky tongue

Jumbled table



A list of birds to use in the table: 

Wren   Osprey  

Goldfinch   Parrot   

Buzzard   Hummingbird

Curlew   Swan   

Moorhen   Magpie

10. Beaky birds



AdaptationAdaptation

Type of bird Type of food What its beak looks 
like

How this beak helps

Insects

Fish

Seeds

Nuts

Rabbits

Nectar

Insects and molluscs 
in mud

Small animals and 
plants in water

Almost anything

Incomplete table



11. Can I eat that?

Animals to go in the Venn Diagram:

Horse
Eagle
Cow
Rabbit
Wolf 
Grass snake
Badger
Caterpillar
Worm
Spider
Rat
Owl
Bee
Butterfly 
Sheep
Osprey
Greenfly
Crab
Baboon
Human



AdaptationAdaptation

Animals that eat plants 
(herbivores)

Animals that eat other animals 
(carnivores)

Animals that eat plants and other animals 
(omnivores)

Venn diagram



12. Where does it live?

           Rat          Crab         Spider

       Crocodile           Ant       Polar bear

          Shark          Beetle        Goldfish



AdaptationAdaptation

Card game



13. How far, how fast?



AdaptationAdaptation

500 m

5 km

50 m

5 m

50 cm

5 cm

5mm

0

Bullseye



14. Amble to zigzag

A I

B

C

J

K

D L

E

F

Dive Dolphin

M

N

G

H

O

P



AdaptationAdaptation

Q V

R

S

W

X

T Y

U Z

Alphabet of movement



15. You can’t get me

Examples of how animals can protect themselves:Examples of how animals can protect themselves:

• Rolling into a ball• Rolling into a ball
• Having a layer of slime• Having a layer of slime
• Hibernating• Hibernating
• Having a bad taste• Having a bad taste
• Having a bad smell• Having a bad smell
• Burying themselves in mud• Burying themselves in mud
• Having sharp spikes• Having sharp spikes
• Stinging• Stinging
• Having a hard shell• Having a hard shell
• Having scales• Having scales
• Being camouflaged• Being camouflaged
• Having big ears• Having big ears
• Having a good sense of smell• Having a good sense of smell
• Using alarm calls• Using alarm calls
• Running away quickly• Running away quickly
• Swimming away quickly• Swimming away quickly



AdaptationAdaptation

4

3

2

1

0

Bullseye



16. Who would be a parent?

Suggested list of animals for the Carroll Diagram:

Blackbird      Frog
Turtle       Herring
Human      Worm 
Mouse      Eagle
Snake      Newt
Trout       Butterfly 



AdaptationAdaptation

Carroll diagram

    Look after their young Don’t look after their young

Lay eggs

Give birth to live young



17. Just look at that!

Things to think and talk about:

Light       Sound
Touch      Smell
Taste       Pain
Temperature     Pressure
Where the body is    Time
Where echoes come from   Magnetism
Electricity      Ultraviolet light

 Infrared light (heat)    Presence of water
 Depth of water



AdaptationAdaptation

Completing table

Can it be 

sensed?

Some animals 

can sense this

Examples of 

animals that 

can sense this

Humans can 

sense this

Examples of 

animals that 

can’t sense this

Light            √ Cat, eagle, snail          √ Bat



18. What a monster!

Speck of 
sand

Hairy hand Pepperoni 
pizza



AdaptationAdaptation

Small Shed Large lorry

Spectrum line



Animals to go in the Carroll Diagram:

Frog    Herring   Human
Worm   Spider   Mouse
Eagle   Crab    Snake
Newt   Turtle    Butterfly

19. Inside or out?



AdaptationAdaptation

  Skeleton inside the body Skeleton outside the body

Skeleton grows gradually

Skeleton doesn’t grow

Carroll diagram



20. Best bones

Key for numbers on bones on the opposite page

1. skull

2. shoulder blade x 2

3. spine

4. breastbone

5. ribs

6. humerus x 2

7. radius x 2

8. ulna x 2

9. hand x 2

10. pelvis

11. femur x 2

12. kneecap x 2

13. tibia x 2

14. fibula x 2

15. foot x 2



AdaptationAdaptation

Dice game

1

3

11

13 14

15

10

9

8

7

42

5

12

6



21. Is it sleeping?

Animal and places where                 
it often lives

Difficult conditions it has to     
survive 

 How it responds



AdaptationAdaptation

Animal and places where                 
it often lives

Difficult conditions it has to     
survive 

       How it responds

Hedgehog – UK and            
elsewhere

Cold winter weather It hibernates

Frog – UK and elsewhere Cold winter weather It hides in a sheltered place 
and becomes dormant

Polar bear – Arctic Cold winter weather It hibernates

Emperor penguin – Antarctic Cold winter weather Lots of them huddle together 
to keep warm

Swallow – Northern Europe Cold winter weather and no 
food available

It migrates to a warmer 
country

Willow Warbler – Northern 
Europe

Cold winter weather and no 
food available

It migrates to a warmer 
country

Wildebeest – Africa Very dry so no food 
available

It migrates to wetter places 
where there is more food

Catfish – world-wide River drying up It burrows into the mud and 
becomes dormant

Salamander – hot and 
humid countries

Cold winter weather, 
depending on where it 
lives     

It hides in a burrow and 
becomes dormant

Peacock butterfly – UK and 
elsewhere

Cold winter weather It survives the winter as a 
chrysalis

Monarch butterfly – North 
America

Cold winter weather It migrates to a warmer 
place

Snail – UK and elsewhere Cold winter weather It hides in a sheltered place 
and becomes dormant

Card sort and table



22. Animal ABC

A B C D

E F G H

I J K L

M N O P

Q R S T

U V W X
ZY



AdaptationAdaptation

A – adaptable. Rats can eat almost anything and live in almost any      
      conditions.

B – balance. Rats can walk along really thin wires.

C – climber. Rats can climb up almost anything.

D – dangerous if they are cornered.

E – everywhere. Rats live in almost every environment.

F – furry. Rats have an outer covering of fur.

Alphabet of animals



23. All animals have ...



AdaptationAdaptation

Card sort

Heart Brain

Eyes Mouth

Arms Legs

Skin Tail

Skeleton Head

  Outside and inside      Back and front

    Top and bottom      Left and right



Sets of animals for Odd One Out

1. worm, fish, slug, frog
    
2. fruit bat, spider, bee, owl 
   
3. human, snail, blackbird, toad
    
4. trout, worm, rat, centipede 
  
5. blackbird, trout, mole, duck-billed platypus
    
6. lizard, robin, herring, frog
   
7. snail, beetle, crab, slug
   
8. butterfly, grasshopper, housefly, moth 
    
9. rabbit, cat, mouse, squirrel
    
10. sheep, polar bear, hedgehog, dormouse

24. Odd one out



AdaptationAdaptation

I think I must be 
the odd one out

No, I’m the
odd one out

I know I’m the 
odd one out

You’re wrong, I’m
the odd one out

Odd one out & Concept Cartoon




